Challenges to the generality of WBE theory.
The West, Brown and Enquist (WBE) theory has attracted great interest because it makes general predictions about scaling of ecological processes with body size. Recent research by Muller-Landau and co-workers challenges the generality of this theory by showing that demographic processes in natural forests do not scale in the way that the theory predicts. For WBE theory to be relevant to plant community dynamics, more complex models are required to deal with the influences of competition for light, nutrient supply and disturbance experienced by such communities.